




















AruŶ Kolatkar aŶd LiterarǇ ModerŶisŵ iŶ IŶdia 

MoǀiŶg LiŶes  

Laetitia Zecchini 

͞This is the irst ŵajor ĐriiĐal studǇ of AruŶ Kolatkar, the late-

tǁeŶieth ĐeŶturǇ͛s ŵost aďsurdlǇ ŶegleĐted poet. It is also a stǇlish, 
refreshiŶglǇ aŶi-aĐadeŵiĐist eǆaŵple of ǁhat literarǇ sĐholarship at 
its ďest aŶd ďoldest ĐaŶ do todaǇ. BǇ redraǁiŶg the ŵap of ͚literarǇ 

ŵoderŶisŵ͛, aŶd eŶĐouragiŶg us to thiŶk aďout the EŶglish laŶguage aŶd its poetrǇ iŶ ĐoŵpelliŶg Ŷeǁ ǁaǇs, 
Laeiia )eĐĐhiŶi has Ŷot oŶlǇ Đreated spaĐe for Kolatkar iŶ our iŵes. “he has giǀeŶ Ŷeǁ life to the lost art of 
literarǇ ĐriiĐisŵ.͟ – Peter D. MĐDoŶald, St Hugh’s College, Oǆford, UK  

͞AruŶ Kolatkar aŶd Literary ModerŶisŵ iŶ IŶdia giǀes us a strikiŶglǇ difereŶt piĐture of literature aŶd the 
ǁorld, deeplǇ loĐated aŶd opeŶ to a ǁorld of ǀoiĐes, resolutelǇ eǆperiŵeŶtal aŶd ŵakiŶg ĐoŶteŵporaries out 
of diǀerse aŶĐestors … The irst ŵoŶograph oŶ oŶe of the ǁorld͛s great poets ǁho had aŶ 
eǆtraordiŶarǇ oeuvre iŶ tǁo laŶguages—Marathi aŶd EŶglish—this ďook is also a ďold ĐriiĐal iŶterǀeŶioŶ iŶ 
post-ĐoloŶial literature aŶd literarǇ ŵoderŶisŵ ǁorld-ǁide. As ǀiďraŶt, perĐepiǀe aŶd ďriŵŵiŶg ǁith ideas as 
its suďjeĐt, it ďriŶgs to life the ĐitǇ aŶd the traŶsŶaioŶal ĐouŶter-Đulture that Kolatkar ǁas so ŵuĐh part of.͟ – 
FraŶĐesĐa OrsiŶi, Professor of HiŶdi aŶd South AsiaŶ Literature, SOAS, LoŶdoŶ, UK 

“AŶ eǆĐiiŶg, readaďle, deeplǇ researĐhed, aŶalǇiĐal studǇ of a ǁorld-Đlass author ǁho ǁas ŵostlǇ uŶkŶoǁŶ 
to those outside IŶdia uŶil ater his death, this is oŶe of the ďest ďooks aďout IŶdiaŶ literature.͟ – BruĐe KiŶg, 
author of Modern Indian Poetry in English, Three Indian Poets, aŶd ReWriing India    

"This pioŶeeriŶg ďook, ŵuĐh of it ďased oŶ arĐhiǀal sourĐes, is aŶ iŵŵeŶse feat of literarǇ reĐoǀerǇ aŶd 
retelliŶg ... “Đholars ǁho Đoŵe ater her ǁill foreǀer ďe iŶ her deďt". – ArǀiŶd KrishŶa Mehrotra, poet aŶd 
editor of A History of Indian Literature in English 
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The irst ŵoŶograph oŶ the IŶdiaŶ poet AruŶ Kolatkar, 
reǀealiŶg the  Đoŵpleǆ iŶterplaǇ of tradiioŶs, traŶslaioŶs aŶd 
laŶguages that haǀe fashioŶed IŶdiaŶ literarǇ ŵoderŶisŵ.  

Laeiia ZeĐĐhiŶi is a perŵaŶeŶt researĐher at the CN‘“ iŶ Paris, FraŶĐe. “he has puďlished eǆteŶsiǀelǇ oŶ 
AruŶ Kolatkar aŶd oŶ ŵoderŶ IŶdiaŶ literature. Her researĐh iŶterests foĐus oŶ ĐoŶteŵporarǇ IŶdiaŶ poetrǇ 
aŶd oŶ the poliiĐs of literature, oŶ postĐoloŶial ĐriiĐisŵ, ŶoŶ-ǁesterŶ ŵoderŶisŵs, dalit literatures aŶd 
“outh AsiaŶ literarǇ historǇ. “he is the traŶslator of Kolatkar͛s Kala Ghoda Poeŵs ;ϮϬϭϯͿ iŶto FreŶĐh.  
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